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CHEMOTHERAPY AND SERUM THERAPY OF PNEUMONIA. By
Frederick T. Lord, Elliott S. Robinson, and Roderick Heffron. The
Commonwealth Fund, 1940. ix + 150 pp. $1.
Perhaps the most pertinent comment to be made in connection with the
publication of this text is the fact that it need be published at all; that knowl-
edge of a disease of such long history should within such a short time expand
to the point where biennial publication of a text on its treatment can be
justified.
With but slight changes in title, but changes which in themselves are
significant, this is the third volume to appear since 1936. Much material of
the two earlier editions appears here also, as is essential, but tabulations have
been extended by incorporation of new data, prior conclusions have been
accorded further supporting evidence, and the newer findings based on chemo-
therapy have been added. It is doubtless the presentation of the current views
on this last subject that gives the text its greatest value. A portion of a
single sentence may be quoted as indicative of the conservative attitude of the
authors as well as of their conclusions, ". . . sulfapyridine appears to be not
only a most useful remedy but also one which is on the whole more efficacious
than serum." Lest the views of the authors be misinterpreted let me add
that the italics are mine, and the authors do not suggest that the use of serum
be abandoned. GEO. H. SMITH.
THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF LIFE: THE PRESCHOOL YEARS. By
Arnold Gesell, and Henry M. Halverson, Helen Thompson,
Frances G. Ilg, Burton M. Castner, Louise Bates Ames, and Cathe-
rine S. Amatruda. Harper & Brothers, New York, 1940. xiii + 376
pp. $3.50.
Dr. Gesell and his collaborators from the Yale Clinic of Child Develop-
ment have made another valuable contribution to our knowledge of the pre-
school years. Step by step The First Five Years of Life portrays the physical,
intellectual, and emotional development of the child from the fourth week
to the end of the fifth year and constructively weaves these three important
aspects of the child's life into a picture of his personality as expressed by his
behavior.
It is important to point out that as valuable as this book is to those work-
ing in the field of child guidance and in the research laboratory, it is of no
less value to parents and teachers and others who are interested in the develop-
ment of the normal, healthy, pre-school child. The lay person will find it a
fascinating story based upon scientific facts and well worthy of consideration.
The book "is written in a conservative spirit." It has a wholesomeness in its
breadth of vision that is frequently lacking in material coming from the
laboratory. One gets the feeling of seeing and living with the child about
whom Dr. Gesell is writing.